
 
NEWSLETTER 34, 10TH JUNE 2016  
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
RAMADAN 

The staff and students of Manchester Academy would like to wish all our Muslim friends and families a 
happy and holy Ramadan.   
 
EXAMS CALENDAR 

Day Date Time Subject 

Monday 13th June 13:30 Urdu Units 1 & 2 

Tuesday 14th June 13:30 History Unit 2 

Wednesday 15th June 
09:00 

Polish Unit 1 
RE: Philosophy Units 1 & 2 

13:30 Discovering Chemistry 

Thursday 16th June 09:00 
Resistant Materials Unit 1 
Italian Units 1 & 2 

Friday 17th June 
09:00 Physics for Your Future 

13:30 
Listening & Reading 
Health & Social Care Unit 1 

 
YEAR 11 STUDY LEAVE 

All students in Year 11 started Study Leave on Friday 10th June.  If your child is in Year 11, please ensure 
they are using their time wisely by revising for their remaining exams and getting plenty of sleep.  We wish 
them all the best. 
 
YEAR 8 PARENTS’ EVENING 

The Year 8 Parents’ Evening will be from 4.30-6.00 p.m. on Thursday 16th June.  If you are the parent/carer 
of a child in Year 8, please make every effort to attend.  Year 8 reports will be available for collection on 
the night. 
 
PARENT FORUM 

The Parent Forum takes place once each half term and give parents the opportunity to meet key staff, 
listen to topics in relation to their child’s education and ask questions. We believe it is important we work 
together to build community links through the forum and that parents/carers have the chance to voice 
their own views.  The meeting is open to anyone who is the parent or carer of a student at Manchester 
Academy.  This half term, the Parent Forum will take place on Wednesday 22nd June starting at 4.30 p.m. 
 
DIANE MODAHL SPORTS FOUNDATION APPOINTMENT 

We’re delighted to announce that Samuel Remi-Akinwale 11MSA has joined the DMSF Board of Trustees as 
the Children and Young People Representative at the tender age of 15. This appointment follows in the 
tradition of previous DMSF participants playing an important strategic role in the organisation’s 
development.  



  
 

  

Samuel takes part in the DMSF programme three times a week and hasn’t missed a single meeting since he 
joined in 2012.  Although he officially graduated from the programme in 2013, Samuel is still an influential 
participant and his leadership skills and focused thinking are an inspiration to the entire team.  CEO Diane 
commented:  

“He is an incredible young man whose single-mindedness and dedication is rarely seen in boys 
of his age. Samuel was delighted when DMSF presented an opportunity for him to personally 
interview Sir Howard Bernstein, Chief Executive of Manchester City Council. He has never shied 
away from any opportunities that have been presented to him as part of the DMSF programme 
and has in fact created a number of opportunities of his own, including fundraising initiatives, 
team events and the opportunity to interview politicians”. 

Michael Colin, Chair of DMSF, added:  
“The decision to appoint such a young trustee has not caused any concern to the board.  I’m 
happy for Samuel to inform our strategy discussion and offer support where necessary to allow 
his experience and leadership skills at this level to develop.  Samuel’s age is of little significance 
as we believe his experience as initially a participant with the foundation will contribute to the 
development of future organisational strategy and challenge the boards’ thinking to ensure 
that we’re reacting to the needs of our children and young people.” 

Samuel concluded:  
“My real aim is to become a revolutionist - someone who changes the world.  It’s DMSF that has 
given me the opportunity so I want to make sure I try my best. I’m going to give my all as the 
Children and Young People Representative and am very honoured to have been offered this 
opportunity." 

 
PAST STUDENT SUCCESS 

As you may have seen on ITV, Kera Allen, who left Manchester Academy in 2009 and is now studying at the 
University of Bolton, beat the cream of the world's best young designers to win a top design award.  She 
was presented with $1,000 at the Surtex Trade Show and will have letters of recommendation sent to 
prospective employers, putting her on course to become a future top name in the design industry. 

Each year more than 5,000 buyers and manufacturers from around the world converge on New York to buy 
or license the newest designs and patterns from trend-setting artists.  This year’s entrants were tasked 
with creating six original surface designs inspired by ‘Tribal in Art Deco’. These designs were applied to the 
surface of fashion wear by Kera and presented as a collection.  She said: 

“I’ve never designed for fashion before which is why I wanted to give it a try.  I began to 
research the theme in books and researched upcoming trends.  I thought of my fashionable 
friends and what they would wear.  I have one particular friend and I imagined what she would 
wear on a night out or on a summer’s day and the colours she liked.” 

Kera has one more year of study at the University of Bolton before hoping to graduate with a BA (Hons) 
degree in Textiles and Surface Design. 
 
TENNIS AT MANCHESTER ACADEMY 

On Friday 27th May, Manchester Academy hosted tennis sessions for two of our local primary schools, 
Webster and Heald Place.  The event went well.  Manchester Academy’s ambassadors were enthusiastic 
and very encouraging to the younger students.  Everyone had a great experience and the primary school 
staff had nothing but positive comments.  It was evident that the children greatly enjoyed the sessions, not 
least because it involved working with inflatables!   
 
 
 
 



  
 

  

KEY STAGE 3 END OF YEAR ENGLISH AND MATHS ASSESSMENTS 

During June, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will be sitting exams designed to measure the progress they have 
made this year in English and Maths.  As well as measuring their progress, these exams are good practice 
for when the students sit their GCSE exams, but without the pressure of ‘passing’ or ‘failing’.  Where the 
start time of the exam overlaps with the usual lunchtime, students will have an early lunch.  This week’s 
assessments are: 

ENGLISH ASSESSMENTS 
Year Paper Date Time Early Lunch 

8 1 Monday 13th June 9.00-10.45 a.m. N 

9 1 Monday 13th June 1.15-3.00 p.m. Y 
2 Tuesday 14th June 9.00-10.45 a.m. N 

8 2 Thursday 16th June 1.15-3.00 p.m. Y 
  
 
 

MATHS ASSESSMENTS 
Year Paper Date Time Early Lunch 

7 1 Friday 17th June 2.00-3.00 p.m. N 
2 Monday 20th June 2.00-3.00 p.m. N 

8 1 Tuesday 21st June 9.00-10.00 p.m. N 
2 Wednesday 22nd June 11.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m. N 

9 
A/C Thursday 23rd June 9.00-10.30 a.m. N 

B Friday 24th June 1.30-3.00 p.m. Y 
 
 
Y8/9 ALL SCHOOL RUGBY 7S FESTIVAL AND U20 WORLD CUP 

On Tuesday 7th June, eleven Year 8/9 students represented Manchester Academy in Rugby All Schools 7s 
Festival at Broughton Park in Salford.  At the end of the festival they were taken to Manchester City 
Academy Stadium in Eastlands, where they were able to watch a number of Rugby U20 World Cup Games. 

The students involved were: Dylan Bellamy, Franklyn Charles, Robiul Islam, Subeer Ismail, Walid Khalid, 
Ronaldo Matthews, Ahmed Mohamed, Izzat Mohammed, Mohamoud Muhamed, Mustafa Najafi and 
Aaron Ramsey. 
 
 
NEW ZEALAND ALL BLACKS U20 SQUAD VISIT MANCHESTER ACADEMY 

The world famous New Zealand All Blacks Rugby Team sent their Under 20s squad to coach some of our 
Year 9 students on Wednesday 8th June.  Tied into the Under 20s Rugby World Cup, the visit was organised 
in association with England Rugby’s ‘All Schools’ Programme, of which Manchester Academy is a partner, 
helping to promote and encourage participation in the sport.  

Year 9 thoroughly enjoyed the visit and were delighted to meet and learn from such prestigious visitors.  

Manchester Academy Principal Andy Griffin commented: 
“It [was] a fantastic opportunity for our students to learn from these top professionals.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

  

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Every week the different subject departments select a student who has done exceptionally well and 
nominate them for Stars of the Week.  Each student receives ten merits and is invited to breakfast with the 
Principal on Friday. 

Student Form Subject Comment 

Mohammed Suldan 7RRA Food Technology For excellent work and continued effort in Food 
Technology.  Very well done. 

Abdullah Arrumi 8SRB Foundation Consistent role model of the MA Way.   
Anas Ghanim 7DBE Maths For all his hard work in lessons, for his amazing 

contributions and for setting a great example by doing 
his best every day. 

Ashauni Rochester 10MSA RE Learnt the most lessons from the life of Muhammad 
Ali. 

Loredana-Raluca Simo 10MSA Textiles Loredana has really improved over the last few weeks 
and has produced some lovely design ideas this week.  

 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 1st July United Learning Staff Conference Day – School Closed 
Tuesday 12th July  Parents Evening for New Year 7  
Tuesday 12th July  
Wednesday 13th July 

Taster Days for all New Year 7 students – please note change from 7th & 
8th July 

Thursday 7th July Year 11 Prom 
Thursday 21st July Last Day of Term.  Please note: 

• The new Year 7 students start on Friday 3rd September.   
• Students in Years 8-11 return on Monday 5th September. 

 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Mr A Griffin, Principal 


